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Among the Tami of Northern New Guinea the story runs
somewhat differently. They say that in the Ngeng River a
crocodile bore a girl. The girl lived in the body of her
mother. When the girl was big she said to her mother,
"All the people are away in the fields. Let me go on land
that I may dance a little." But there was a woman in child-
bed remaining in the village, who saw the girl as she danced.
The woman said to herself, " O what a fine girl. My brother
must marry her." The next morning, when the people went
forth to the fields, her brother remained behind with her, and
saw the girl dancing. When she wished to return to her
crocodile mother, he seized her, and took her to his mother,
and made her his wife. They lived happily, and after some
time she bore him a son. One day the boy, her son, was
taunted by a companion with having a crocodile grandmother.
He returned in great grief to the house, and told his mother
what had happened, and she called upon her crocodile mother,
who received them both.1
Among the Kachari, a tribe of Assam, the story goes that
" there was a certain lad whose father died before he was
born. And one day, when he had grown a big boy, he asked
his mother, ' What did my father do for his living ? ' And
his mother, drawing a long breath, said ' Your father used to
travel about selling things. Ah, if he were alive we should
have no trouble to endure ! ' But the lad replied, ' Do not
you think that I too could earn money in that way ? Bring
out what money there is and let me see what I can do.' But
his mother said,' Ah, my son, you must not talk like that. If
you go away into foreign lands and die there, what will become
of me ? ' But her son would not listen to her, and by impor-
tunity induced her to give him money, with which he bought
goods and procured a boat, and hiring two or three men, took
leave of his mother, and went into a far country to trade.
Finally he came to a certain place where he moored his boat,
at the place where men draw water, and sent his men to hawk
his wares from village to village while he himself stayed in
the boat. It happened that there lived hard by an old couple
who possessed a white swan, which they fed and tended as
though it were their own child. One day the lad saw this
1 R. Neuhauss, Deutsch Neu-Guinea, iii. 564 sq.